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The Annual Epistle
M"y, 2012

"Surely, you can't be serious?"
"l am serious, and don't call me Shirley."
Airplane!
lf the purpose of this annual message is only to let you know that l'm still here - yes, I am.
For those curious as to what's new with forestry in New Jersey, please continue on for a few items that I
think are worthy of your serious attention.

First, the latest on the emerald ash borer. (lf the EAB is a new topic for you, or you've yet to
google it, you can begin your education at http://www.emeraldashborer.info/) This time last year the
EAB had been discovered in Pennsylvania counties within the Poconos, and in Orange Co., NY. Bad
news for New Jersey. Worse news for most of my clients arrived last month when the beetle was
reported to have arrived in the Warrington area of Bucks Co.. PA. Time for all of us to come to the
understanding that we're not going to able to just close our eyes, click our heels together three times, and
wish this insect away. lt's coming, and it's now simply a matter of when the loss of all of our ash will
begin. lf you've got a nitwit neighbor who brings a load of firewood back from a camping trip in the
Poconos, you could end up being in Ground Zero this summer. lf you're lucky, it might be another 10 or
15 years. Que sera, sera.
I'm getting ready for the loss of the ash woodland behind my house by making sure that
there are other trees ready to take the place of the ash, and l'm encouraging all clients with ash in their
woodland to do the same. For the last couple of years I've had a home nursery for the seedlings that l've
purchased from the NJ Forest Service Tree Nursery which, after they've grown te $'+ (man! in just one
summer), I then transplant into my woodlot with each new tree being protected by a wire cage. So far,
l'm pleased with the impressive collection of oak, sugar and red maples and persimmon l've accumulated
in my woodlot, and l'm encouraged to imagine that l'll actually be ready when the EAB arrives. You can
find photos of the planting process by going to my tree farm website, www.rosemonttreefarm,com, and
then clicking on the Forester's Page button. l'll be experimenting with frequent fertilization of the
transplants to see if that will hurry along their development, and will add photos of the results later this
summer.
So, how will the NJ Forest Service be getting ready for the EAB and the inevitable surge in
seedling orders from woodland owners wanting to replace their dying ash? The latest word from a
reliable, second-hand source (the only direct communication I get from the NJFS is when it's issuing a
demand of me or my clients) is that the Forest Tree Nursery is being shut down, and that its staff has
been instructed to not plant seed this spring. lf a nursery operation were to continue it would only be
through private management, an option that would include the use of a you've-got-to-see-it-to-believe-it,
state-ofthe-art, beaucoup-bucks, seedling processing and storage facility that was just completed last
fall. Yes, l'm serious. Whatever becomes of the nursery, later in the year l'll pull together a list of private
nurseries that could provide the seedlings for your home transplant nursery. For now, you can check out
the selection at one of NJ's older nurseries: http.//croshawnursery.com/treelistinqs.html.
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And, how goes the rule-making for the Forest Stewardship Act (FSA), a task the NJFS was
supposed to have completed by the end of 2010? The last "official" word (way back in March, 201 '1) was
that the rules and stewardship plan standards would be completed by the summer of 2014. The latest
news from "informed sources" is that a draft of the rules and standards might actually be ready by the
summer of 2013, but the fact that any 90-day review period would push the final version at least into the
fall means that, for all intents and purposes, you will still have to comply with existing farmland regulations
through 2012 and 2013. And, for all of you who get light-headed at the thought that farmland assessment
won't require the harvesting of firewood once the FSA kicks in, just remember that forest stewards will still
have to show that their woodlots are "actively devoted to agriculture," whatever that phrase will eventually
be interpreted to mean. lf you want something to get light-headed about, just consider that the person
who right now is putting together the stewardship rules and plan standards has never worked in the
woods. That should make for interesting reading in the next year or so.
And it wouldn't be an Epistle if I didn't do some finger wagging, would it? But instead of me
kvetching about the absurdities that I find on the WD-1 forms, this year's topic is herbicide use. I
frequently recommend the use of glyphosate (e.9.- Roundup) to reduce and control the invasive, nonnative vegetation that threatens to capture so many of our woodlots. Always attached to such a
recommendation is the phrase "as per label instructions,", and that means the booklet that comes with
every container of pesticide, not just the label that's glued to the bottle. Unfortunately, the more that I
learn about my clients' uses of any sort of pesticide, the more I understand that, not only are the labels
not being read, most of you can't recall the name of the product, the formulation, how much was used, or
even why it was used. After learning that, it doesn't take a whole lot of imagination to picture myself
someday sitting with a client at the defendents' table in court as the result of the client's dopey use of
herbicide, and his entire defense will be to stand up, point a finger at me and exclaim, "Judge, it's all HIS
fault! HE was the one who told me to apply that terrible poisonl", upon which l'll leap to my feet, 2012
Annual Epistle clutched in my shaking fist, and bellow, "No way, man!", and l'll proceed to explain that
every one of my clients got an Epistle in May of 2012, and that there, in the middle of page 2 in bold
letters is the instruction that pesticides should only be used as per label instructions and as per
state and local regulations. And that will surely get me off the hook, won't it? But, then again, you and
I will never find ourselves in court due to the misuse of pesticides in the first place because you'll always
read the labelfirst. Right?

The farmland application filing deadline of August 1"t falls on a Wednesday this year. My
standard Annual Epistle exhortation: How about marking a reminder on your calendar, datebook, l-Pod,
the back of your hand, or wherever that by July 1"you should have received and taken care of your
application? For the cost of a 1"-class stamp, regular mail from a New Jersey address to P.O. Box 18
gets your mailing to me the next day, and l'll do my best to have it back to you the day after that. Those
who like to spend $13 for a special courier (who actually takes a few hours longer than the USPS) need
to use my shipping address: Bldg.9 Cane Farm, 99 Kingwood-Stockton Rd., Stockton, NJ 08559. And,
for clients who like to have a faceto-face in my Rosemont office at this time of year, a reminder that office
time is a billable event in 15-minute increments at a rate of $'100/hr.

FOOLPROOF FARMLAND ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST
#1 - You receive the farmland forms from your tax assessor. Most are sent out during June, although
there are a couple of asbessors who like to make you wait until the '1" of July. lf forms don't arrive as
soon as you think they should, call the tax assessor, not Duke Grimes. He doesn't have your forms,
although you can find a blank FA-1 and WD-1 at the Forester's Page at www.rosemonttreefarm.com.
#2 - First-time filers may bail out at this point and just call up Duke Grimes for further instructions.
Veteran filers will excitedly rush to retrieve their well-kept farmland folder so they can reference previous

years'forms.
#3 - Fill out the new forms completely. This includes all four sections of the Woodland Data Form. ln
particular, do not leave Section lll blank, figudng that Grimes will take care of it. Remember to prepare an
"activity map" that shows the location of the forestry activity you're reporting on the WD-1. You may use a
copy of the management plan map to prepare the activity map.
#4 - You will now mail three things to Duke Grimes*: 1. The completed WD-1 form; 2. A copy of the
activity map that Grimes will review and then retain for his file; and, 3. A check in the amount of $100 if

you wish to renew the Service Agreement for the coming year.

#5 - Grimes will review your WD-1 form, will provide an endorsement, and will promptly return it to you.
WD-1s that appear inappropriate will trigger a property inspection and delay the return process a few
days.

#6 - You receive the signed WD-1 form back from Grimes and are now ready to assemble the farmland
applications to both the tax assessor and the NJ Forest Service (also variously referred to as the NJDEP,
Div. of Parks & Forestry, and the state foresters). Follow your assessor's instructions for assembly of the
township application. For the application to the NJ Forest Service you should include: 1. a photocopy of
the FA-1 ; 2. the top copy of the WD-1 form; and, 3. a copy of the activity map showing the location of
reported activity.
#7 - Mail the NJ Forest Service application to the appropriate address (not the Trenton address that
might be on the WD-1).
Hunterdon, Warren, Sussex &
Somerset, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth
NJ Forest Service
NJ Forest Service
240 Main St.
P.O. Box 239
Andover, NJ 0782'1
New Lisbon, NJ 08064

Morris

lf you have received the Annual Epistle via snail mail, it means that I don't
have your e-mail address. lf you know that you've already sent it to me
and that I must have goofed up (gee, what are the odds?), or if you've
recently acquired an e-mail account, please send a blank message to
and l'll put you on the mailing list (but, if your
email address doesn't contain your name, please be sure to tell me who
you are). You'll then be included, in addition to the Annual Epistle, on any
spu r-of-the-moment news that I send out from time to time. All messages
are sent out as "bcc" so nobody else will be able to see your address.

